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Section 1:  Chemical Product and Company Information 
For information: 

ASHTA Chemicals Inc.                      
P.O. Box 858                         

Ashtabula, OH 44004                             

(440)  997-5221 

Emergency response number: 

 

CHEMTREC (800) 424-9300 

Product Name:  Hydrochloric acid Synonyms:  Muriatic acid, Chlorohydric acid Chemical formula:  HCl
.
H2O 

CAS #:  Mixture TSCA:  TSCA 8(b) inventory:  Hydrochloric acid 

NFPA Rating:  Health: 3; Flammability: 0; Reactivity: 1 HMIS Rating: Health: 3;  Fire: 0;  Reactivity: 1 

Section 2: Composition and Information on Ingredients 
Composition Information on ingredients 

(Specific chemical identity, common names CAS number OSHA PEL ACGIH TLV Percent Hazardous 

Hydrochloric acid 7647-01-0 5 ppm (C) 5 ppm (C) 31 - 37 Yes 

Water 7732-18-5 N/A N/A 63 - 69 No 

Toxicological data on ingredients:  Hydrogen chloride: GAS (LC50):  Acute 4701 ppm 0.5 hours [Rat]. 

Section 3:  Hazards Identification 
Potential Acute Health Effects: 

Eye: May cause irreversible eye injury. Vapor or mist may cause irritation and severe burns. Contact with liquid is corrosive 

to the eyes and causes severe burns. May cause painful sensitization to light.  

Skin: May be absorbed through the skin in harmful amounts. May cause skin sensitization, an allergic reaction, which 

becomes evident upon re-exposure to this material. Contact with liquid is corrosive and causes severe burns and ulceration.  

Ingestion: May cause circulatory system failure. Causes severe digestive tract burns with abdominal pain, vomiting, and 

possible death. May cause corrosion and permanent tissue destruction of the esophagus and digestive tract. May be harmful if 

swallowed.  

Inhalation: May cause severe irritation of the respiratory tract with sore throat, coughing, shortness of breath and delayed 

lung edema. Causes chemical burns to the respiratory tract. Exposure to the mist and vapor may erode exposed teeth. Causes 

corrosive action on the mucous membranes. 

Potential Chronic Health Effects: 
Slightly hazardous in case of skin contact (sensitizer).  

CARCINOGENIC EFFECTS: Classified 3 (Not classifiable for human) by IARC [Hydrochloric acid].  

MUTAGENIC EFFECTS: Not available.  

TERATOGENIC EFFECTS: Not available. 

DEVELOPMENTAL TOXICITY: Not available. The substance may be toxic to kidneys, liver, mucous membranes, upper 

respiratory tract, skin, eyes, Circulatory System, teeth. Repeated or prolonged exposure to the substance can produce target 

organs damage. Repeated or prolonged contact with spray mist may produce chronic eye irritation and severe skin irritation. 

Repeated or prolonged exposure to spray mist may produce respiratory tract irritation leading to frequent attacks of bronchial 

infection. Repeated exposure to a highly toxic material may produce general deterioration of health by an accumulation in 

one or many human organs. 

Section 4: First Aid Measures 
Eye Contact: 

Check for and remove any contact lenses. In case of contact, immediately flush eyes with plenty of water for at least 15 

minutes. Cold water may be used. Get medical attention immediately. 

Skin Contact: 
In case of contact, immediately flush skin with plenty of water for at least 15 minutes while removing contaminated clothing 

and shoes. Cover the irritated skin with an emollient. Cold water may be used.Wash clothing before reuse. Thoroughly clean 

shoes before reuse. Get medical attention immediately. 

Inhalation: 
If inhaled, remove to fresh air. If not breathing, give artificial respiration. If breathing is difficult, give oxygen. Get medical 

attention immediately. 

Ingestion: 
If swallowed, do not induce vomiting unless directed to do so by medical personnel. Never give anything by mouth to an 

unconscious person. Loosen tight clothing such as a collar, tie, belt or waistband. Get medical attention immediately. 

 

 



Section 5: Fire and Explosion Data 
General Information:  

As in any fire, wear a self-contained breathing apparatus in pressure-demand, MSHA/NIOSH (approved or equivalent), and 

full protective gear. Water runoff can cause environmental damage. Dike and collect water used to fight fire. During a fire, 

irritating and highly toxic gases may be generated by thermal decomposition or combustion. Not flammable, but reacts with 

most metals to form flammable hydrogen gas. Use water spray to keep fire-exposed containers cool. Vapors may be heavier 

than air. They can spread along the ground and collect in low or confined areas. Reaction with water may generate much heat 

which will increase the concentration of fumes in the air. Containers may explode when heated.  

Extinguishing Media:  
For large fires, use water spray, fog, or alcohol-resistant foam. Substance is noncombustible; use agent most appropriate to 

extinguish surrounding fire. Do NOT get water inside containers. Do NOT use straight streams of water. Most foams will 

react with the material and release corrosive/toxic gases. Cool containers with flooding quantities of water until well after fire 

is out. For small fires, use carbon dioxide (except for cyanides), dry chemical, dry sand, and alcohol-resistant foam.  

Flammability of the Product: Non-flammable. 

Auto-Ignition Temperature: Not applicable. 

Flash Points: Not applicable. 

Flammable Limits: Not applicable. 

Products of Combustion: Not available. 

Explosion Hazards in Presence of Various Substances: Non-explosive in presence of open flames and sparks, of shocks. 

Special Remarks on Fire Hazards: 
Non combustible. Calcium carbide reacts with hydrogen chloride gas with incandescence. Uranium phosphide reacts with 

hydrochloric acid to release spontaneously flammable phosphine. Rubidium acetylene carbides burns with slightly warm 

hydrochloric acid. Lithium silicide in contact with hydrogen chloride becomes incandescent. When dilute hydrochloric acid 

is used, gas spontaneously flammable in air is evolved. Magnesium boride treated with concentrated hydrochloric acid 

produces spontaneously flammble gas. Cesium acetylene carbide burns hydrogen chloride gas. Cesium carbide ignites in 

contact with hydrochloric acid unless acid is dilute. Reacts with most metals to produce flammable Hydrodgen gas. 

Special Remarks on Explosion Hazards: 
Hydrogen chloride in contact with the following can cause an explosion, ignition on contact, or other violent/vigorous 

reaction:  Acetic anhydride AgClO + CCl4 Alcohols + hydrogen cyanide, Aluminum Aluminum-titanium alloys (with HCl 

vapor), 2-Amino ethanol, Ammonium hydroxide, Calcium carbide Ca3P2 Chlorine + dinitroanilines (evolves gas), 

Chlorosulfonic acid Cesium carbide Cesium acetylene carbide, 1,1-Difluoroethylene Ethylene diamine Ethylene imine, 

Fluorine, HClO4 Hexalithium disilicide H2SO4 Metal acetylides or carbides, Magnesium boride, Mercuric sulfate, Oleum, 

Potassium permanganate, beta-Propiolactone Propylene oxide Rubidium carbide, Rubidium, acetylene carbide Sodium (with 

aqueous HCl), Sodium hydroxide, Sodium tetraselenium, Sulfonic acid, Tetraselenium tetranitride, U3P4 , Vinyl acetate. 

Silver perchlorate with carbon tetrachloride in the presence of hydrochloric acid produces trichloromethyl perchlorate which 

detonates at 40 deg. C. 

Section 6: Accidental Release Measures 
Small Spill: 

Dilute with water and mop up, or absorb with an inert dry material and place in an appropriate waste disposal container. If 

necessary: Neutralize the residue with a dilute solution of sodium carbonate. 

Large Spill: 
Corrosive liquid. Poisonous liquid. Stop leak if without risk. Absorb with DRY earth, sand or other non-combustible 

material.  Do not get water inside container. Do not touch spilled material. Use water spray curtain to divert vapor drift. Use 

water spray  to reduce vapors. Prevent entry into sewers, basements or confined areas; dike if needed. Call for assistance on 

disposal.  Neutralize the residue with a dilute solution of sodium carbonate. Be careful that the product is not present at a 

concentration  level above TLV. Check TLV on the MSDS and with local authorities. 

Section 7: Handling and Storage 
Precautions: 

Keep container dry. Do not ingest. Do not breathe gas/fumes/ vapor/spray. Never add water to this product.  In case of 

insufficient ventilation, wear suitable respiratory equipment. If ingested, seek medical advice immediately and show the 

container or the label. Avoid contact with skin and eyes. Keep away from incompatibles such as oxidizing agents, organic 

materials, metals, alkalis, moisture. May corrode metallic surfaces. Store in a metallic or coated fiberboard drum using a 

strong polyethylene inner package. 

Storage:  

Do not store in direct sunlight. Store in a tightly closed container. Store in a cool, dry, well-ventilated area away from 

incompatible substances. Corrosives area. Do not store in metal containers. Store protected from moisture. Do not store near 

flammable or oxidizing substances (especially nitric acid or chlorates).  

Section 8: Exposure Controls/Personal Protection 
Engineering Controls: 

Provide exhaust ventilation or other engineering controls to keep the airborne concentrations of vapors below their respective 

threshold limit value. Ensure that eyewash stations and safety showers are proximal to the work-station location. 



Personal Protective Equipment  
Eyes: Wear appropriate protective eyeglasses or chemical safety goggles as described by OSHA's eye and face protection 

regulations in 29 CFR 1910.133 or European Standard EN166.  

Skin: Wear neoprene or polyvinyl chloride gloves to prevent exposure.  

Clothing: Wear appropriate protective clothing to prevent skin exposure.  

Respirators: A respiratory protection program that meets OSHA's 29 CFR §1910.134 and ANSI Z88.2 requirements or 

European Standard EN 149 must be followed whenever workplace conditions warrant a respirator's use.  

Personal Protection in Case of a Large Spill: 
Splash goggles. Full suit. Vapor respirator. Boots. Gloves. A self contained breathing apparatus should be used to avoid 

inhalation of the product. Suggested protective clothing might not be sufficient; consult a specialist BEFORE handling this 

product. 

Exposure Limits: 

 

Chemical Name ACGIH NIOSH OSHA - Final PELs 

Hydrogen chloride 5 ppm Ceiling 50 ppm IDLH 5 ppm; 7 mg/m3 Ceiling 

Water none listed none listed none listed 
 

 

Section 9: Physical and Chemical Properties 
Physical state and appearance: Liquid. 

Odor: Pungent. Irritating (Strong.) 

Taste: Not available. 

Molecular Weight: 36.46. 

Color: Colorless to light yellow. 

pH (1% soln/water): Acidic. 

Boiling Point: 
108.58 C @ 760 mm Hg (for 20.22% HCl in water) 83 C @ 760 mm Hg (for 31% HCl in water) 50.5 C (for 37% HCl in water)  

Melting Point: 
-62.25°C (-80°F) (20.69% HCl in water) -46.2 C (31.24% HCl in water) -25.4 C (39.17% HCl in water) 

Critical Temperature: Not available. 

Specific Gravity: 
1.1- 1.19 (Water = 1) 1.10 (20%and 22% HCl solutions) 1.12 (24% HCl solution) 1.15 (29.57% HCl solution) 1.16 (32% HCl 

solution) 1.19 (37% and 38%HCl solutions) 

Vapor Pressure: 16 kPa (@ 20°C) average 

Vapor Density: 1.267 (Air = 1) 

Volatility: Not available. 

Odor Threshold: 0.25 to 10 ppm 

Water/Oil Dist. Coeff.: Not available. 

Ionicity (in Water): Not available. 

Dispersion Properties: See solubility in water, diethyl ether. 

Solubility: Soluble in cold water, hot water, diethyl ether. 

Section 10: Stability and Reactivity Data 
Chemical Stability: Stable under normal temperatures and pressures.  

Conditions to Avoid: Mechanical shock, incompatible materials, metals, excess heat, exposure to moist air or water, bases.  

Incompatibilities with Other Materials: Bases, acetic anhydride, alkali metals, aluminum, amines, copper, copper alloys, fluorine, 

iron, sodium hydroxide, steel, sulfuric acid, vinyl acetate, zinc, potassium permanganate, cesium acetylene carbide, rubidium 

acetylene carbide, rubidium carbide, sodium, chlorosulfonic acid, oleum, carbonates, perchloric acid, calcium phosphide, metal 

oxides, acetates, cesium carbide, beta-propiolactone, ethyleneimine, propylene oxide, lithium silicides, alcohols + hydrogen cyanide, 

2-aminoethanol, ammonium hydroxide, calcium carbide, 1,1-difluoroethylene, ethylene diamine, magnesium boride, mercuric sulfate, 

silver perchlorate + carbon tetrachloride, uranium phosphide.  

Hazardous Decomposition Products: Hydrogen chloride, chlorine, carbon monoxide, carbon dioxide, hydrogen gas.  

Hazardous Polymerization: Will not occur.  

Section 11: Toxicological Information 
Routes of Entry: Absorbed through skin. Dermal contact. Eye contact. Inhalation. 

Toxicity to Animals: 
Acute oral toxicity (LD50): 900 mg/kg [Rabbit]. Acute toxicity of the vapor (LC50): 1108 ppm, 1 hours [Mouse]. Acute toxicity of 

the vapor (LC50): 3124 ppm, 1 hours [Rat]. 

Chronic Effects on Humans: 
CARCINOGENIC EFFECTS: Classified 3 (Not classifiable for human.) by IARC [Hydrochloric acid]. May cause damage to the 

following organs: kidneys, liver, mucous membranes, upper respiratory tract, skin, eyes, Circulatory System, teeth. 

Other Toxic Effects on Humans: 
Very hazardous in case of skin contact (corrosive, irritant, permeator), of ingestion, . Hazardous in case of eye contact (corrosive), of 



inhalation (lung corrosive). 

Special Remarks on Toxicity to Animals: 
Lowest Published Lethal Doses (LDL/LCL) LDL [Man] -Route: Oral; 2857 ug/kg LCL [Human] - Route: Inhalation; Dose: 1300 

ppm/30M LCL [Rabbit] - Route: Inhalation; Dose: 4413 ppm/30M 

Special Remarks on Chronic Effects on Humans: 
May cause adverse reproductive effects (fetoxicity). May affect genetic material. 

Special Remarks on other Toxic Effects on Humans: 

Acute Potential Health Effects: 

Skin: Corrosive. Causes severe skin irritation and burns.  

Eyes: Corrosive. Causes severe eye irritation/conjuntivitis, burns, corneal necrosis.  

Inhalation: May be fatal if inhaled. Material is extremely destructive to tissue of the mucous membranes and upper 

respiratory tract. Inhalation of hydrochloric acid fumes produces nose, throat, and larryngeal burning, and irritation, pain and 

inflammation, coughing, sneezing, choking sensation, hoarseness, laryngeal spasms, upper respiratory tract edema, chest 

pains, as well has headache, and palpitations. Inhalation of high concentrations can result in corrosive burns, necrosis of 

bronchial epithelium, constriction of the larynx and bronchi, nasospetal perforation, glottal closure,  occur, particularly if 

exposure is prolonged. May affect the liver.  

Ingestion: May be fatal if swallowed. Causes irritation and burning, ulceration, or perforation of the gastrointestinal tract and 

resultant peritonitis, gastric hemorrhage and infection. Can also cause nausea, vomitting (with "coffee ground" emesis), 

diarrhea, thirst, difficulty swallowing, salivation, chills, fever, uneasiness, shock, strictures and stenosis (esophogeal, gastric, 

pyloric). May affect behavior (excitement), the cardiovascular system (weak rapid pulse, tachycardia), respiration (shallow 

respiration), and urinary system (kidneys- renal failure, nephritis). Acute exposure via inhalation or ingestion can also cause 

erosion of tooth enamel.  

Chronic Potential Health Effects: dyspnea, bronchitis. Chemical pneumonitis and pulmonary edema can also occur. 

Section 12: Ecological Information 
Ecotoxicity: Fish: Bluegill/Sunfish: 3.6 mg/L; 48Hr; Lethal (unspecified) Bluegill/Sunfish: LC50; 96 Hr; pH 3.0-3.5 No data 

available.  

Environmental: Rapidly hydrolyzes when exposed to water. Will exhibit extensive evaporation from soil surfaces. Upon transport 

through the soil, hydrochloric acid will dissolve some of the soil materials (especially those with carbonate bases) and the acid will 

neutralize to some degree.  

Physical: No information available.  

Other: No information available.  

Section 13: Disposal Considerations 
Waste Disposal:   
Chemical waste generators must determine whether a discarded chemical is classified as a hazardous waste. US EPA guidelines for 

the classification determination are listed in 40 CFR Parts 261.3. Additionally, waste generators must consult state and local hazardous 

waste regulations to ensure complete and accurate classification.  

RCRA P-Series: None listed.  

RCRA U-Series: None listed. 

Section 14: Transport Information 
Country Shipping name Hazard Class UN Number Packing Group 

US DOT Hydrochloric Acid 8 UN1789 II 

Canada TDG Hydrochloric Acid 8 (9.2) UN1789 II 

Section 15: Other Regulatory Information 
US FEDERAL 

TSCA:  
CAS# 7647-01-0 is listed on the TSCA inventory.  

CAS# 7732-18-5 is listed on the TSCA inventory.  

Health & Safety Reporting List: 
None of the chemicals are on the Health & Safety Reporting List.  

Chemical Test Rules: 
None of the chemicals in this product are under a Chemical Test Rule.  

Section 12b: 
None of the chemicals are listed under TSCA Section 12b.  

TSCA Significant New Use Rule: 
None of the chemicals in this material have a SNUR under TSCA.  

SARA: 

Section 302 (RQ): 
CAS# 7647-01-0: final RQ = 5000 pounds (2270 kg)  

Section 302 (TPQ): 
CAS# 7647-01-0: TPQ = 500 pounds; RQ = 5000 pounds (does not meet toxicity criteria but because of high production volume and 

recognized toxicity is considered a chemical of concern)  



SARA Codes: 
CAS # 7647-01-0: acute.  

Section 313: 
This material contains Hydrogen chloride (CAS# 7647-01-0, 36 38%),which is subject to the reporting requirements of Section 313 of 

SARA Title III and 40 CFR Part 373.  

Clean Air Act: 
CAS# 7647-01-0 is listed as a hazardous air pollutant (HAP). This material does not contain any Class 1 Ozone depletors. This 

material does not contain any Class 2 Ozone depletors.  

Clean Water Act: 
CAS# 7647-01-0 is listed as a Hazardous Substance under the CWA. None of the chemicals in this product are listed as Priority 

Pollutants under the CWA. None of the chemicals in this product are listed as Toxic Pollutants under the CWA.  

OSHA: 
CAS# 7647-01-0 is considered highly hazardous by OSHA.  

STATE: 
CAS# 7647-01-0 can be found on the following state right to know lists: California, New Jersey, Florida, Pennsylvania, Minnesota, 

Massachusetts.  

CAS# 7732-18-5 is not present on state lists from CA, PA, MN, MA, FL, or NJ.  

California No Significant Risk Level: None of the chemicals in this product are listed.  

European/International Regulations 

European Labeling in Accordance with EC Directives 

Hazard Symbols: 
C  

Risk Phrases: 
R 34 Causes burns.  

Safety Phrases: 
S 26 In case of contact with eyes, rinse immediately with plenty of water and seek medical advice.  

S 45 In case of accident or if you feel unwell, seek medical advice immediately (show the label where possible).  

WGK (Water Danger/Protection): 
CAS# 7647-01-0: 1  

CAS# 7732-18-5: No information available.  

Canada: 
CAS# 7647-01-0 is listed on Canada's DSL List. CAS# 7647-01-0 is listed on Canada's DSL List. CAS# 7732-18-5 is listed on 

Canada's DSL List. CAS# 7732-18-5 is listed on Canada's DSL List.  

This product has a WHMIS classification of D2A, E.  

CAS# 7647-01-0 is listed on Canada's Ingredient Disclosure List.  

CAS# 7732-18-5 is not listed on Canada's Ingredient Disclosure List.  

Section 16: Other Information 
References: 

-Hawley, G.G.. The Condensed Chemical Dictionary, 11e ed., New York N.Y., Van Nostrand Reinold, 1987. -SAX, N.I. 

Dangerous Properties of Indutrial Materials. Toronto, Van Nostrand Reinold, 6e ed. 1984. -The Sigma-Aldrich Library of 

Chemical Safety Data, Edition II 

 

MSDS Creation Date: 09/04/2012  

 

THIS INFORMATION IS DRAWN FROM RECOGNIZED SOURCES BELIEVED TO BE RELIABLE. ASHTA Chemicals Inc. 

MAKES NO GUARANTEES OR ASSUMES ANY LIABILITY IN CONNECTION WITH THIS INFORMATION. THE USER 

SHOULD BE AWARE OF CHANGING TECHNOLOGY, RESEARCH, REGULATIONS AND ANALYTICAL PROCEDURES 

THAT MAY REQUIRE CHANGES HEREIN. THE ABOVE DATA IS SUPPLIED UPON THE CONDITION THAT PERSONS 

WILL EVALUATE THIS INFORMATION AND THEN DETERMINE ITS SUITABILITY FOR THEIR USE. ONLY U.S.A. 

REGULATIONS APPLY TO THE ABOVE. 

 

 


